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Age With Rights - Global Rally 2022

Guide for campaign action organisers

What is the Global Rally?

The Global Rally on 3™ March 2022 is a key part of the Age With Rights campaign. It is an
opportunity for people around the world who support the stronger protection and promotion of
older people’s human rights to unite and call on governments to take action.

The Global Rally will take place 6 weeks ahead of the next annual Working Group meeting of
governments and other stakeholders on older people’s human rights' at the United Nations (UN) in
New York from | 1-14th April 2022. Government participation in the meeting in 2021 was poor and
so we must join forces globally this year and be as visible and vocal as possible.

Our goal: To urge governments to participate actively in the UN Working Group
meeting in April* and support a new UN convention on the rights of older people.

The Rally will coincide with the first week of the UN Human Rights Council meeting in Geneva’
where governments will be discussing a new report about the inadequacies in the protection of

older people’s rights globally. Through the Rally, we can also help draw attention to this and raise
the profile of older people’s rights in those discussions.

Read more in the Global Rally concept note and on our website.

How will the Global Rally be organised?

The Global Rally will consist of a series of unique campaign actions in different time zones over a 24
hour period on 3" March 2022 in support of the above goal. The campaign actions will be organised
by GAROP member organisations and other campaigners, activists and advocates for older people’s
rights. Organisers of the campaign actions will have full ownership and control of their own event
or activity. There is flexibility in the format and style of campaign actions, but all should meet the
basic criteria set out below. We regret that there is currently no funding available from GAROP for
campaign actions.

How will GAROP promote the rally and your campaign actions?

The GARORP Secretariat will collate information about Rally events and activities into one
overarching programme containing details about the campaign actions, including registration links.
GAROP will promote the Global Rally campaign actions in the run-up to the Rally and through to
the UN meeting in April. We will do this on our website, Twitter, an online global advocacy map,
and across our network of partners. We will provide a communications toolkit with materials for
event organisers and all Global Rally participants to use. This will include social media graphics,
sample tweets and messaging, template press release, other customisable campaign assets such as

1 This is the 12* session of the UN General Assembly’s Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing (OEWG)
2 Ibid
8 UN Human Rights Council (HRC)



http://www.rightsofolderpeople.org/age-with-rights
https://rightsofolderpeople.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/AWR-Global-Rally-concept_161221.docx
https://rightsofolderpeople.org/
https://social.un.org/ageing-working-group
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the Twibbon photo frame and Zoom background. To highlight the Global Rally and the power of
our network, the GAROP Secretariat and Steering Group will also organise an over-arching global
virtual dialogue with older people and high-level stakeholder participation on 3™ March.

What are the criteria for Global Rally campaign actions?

The minimum criteria that all Global Rally actions should meet are:
I. Taking place on the 3™ March 2022 (or a date near to this)
2. Having a clear focus on older people’s human rights and including the
meaningful participation of older people
3. Including a call for a new UN convention to strengthen the protection and
promotion of older people’s rights globally
4. Clearly profiling the Age With Rights slogan and campaign materials

Campaign action organisers are also asked where possible to:
- Engage journalists in order to secure media coverage of the campaign
- Engage national government officials and politicians responsible for older people,
human rights or foreign affairs around the specific calls to action below

Guidance for campaign action organisers

This guidance responds to questions raised in ongoing conversations with campaign action
organisers. We welcome further input and feedback at any time and will build this into our planning.

Decide on Providing the event or activity you wish to organise meets the four main
type of criteria above, there is flexibility in the type and format of event you can
campaign organise for the Rally. You can plan virtual events or in-person activities that
action play to your strengths and that support your organisation’s existing advocacy

work and campaigning on this issue.

Your event can be more general in nature or focus on a specific theme(s) that
your organisation or network specialises in or has an interest in. You could
choose to focus on the themes selected for discussion at the UN Working
Group meeting in April (read more here).

Timing It will be helpful if virtual events could be held on the 3™ March 2022 as this
will be centre-piece of the Global Rally. If you cannot organise your event on
the 3™ March for any reason, then please aim for a date as close as possible to
3" March and we will still include and promote your event as part of the
overall Rally.

Remember that the best time to contact your government to influence their
participation in the UN Working Group meeting® in April is about 6 weeks
before, i.e. late February/early March. Events in late March might be too late
for the government to prepare and register to speak.

4 This is the 12% session of the UN General Assembly’s Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing (OEWG)



https://social.un.org/ageing-working-group/twelfthsession.shtml
https://social.un.org/ageing-working-group

@ THE GLOBAL ALLIANCE

FORTHE RIGHTS OF OLDER PEOPLE 21 January 2022

We suggest that any in-person events or creative activities be organised in
advance of the 3™ March so that photos and video clips from the event or
activity can be featured on 3™ March as part of the Rally. (You are responsible
for observing COVID-19 and safety guidelines and complying with any
restrictions in your area).

Explore
collaborations

You are encouraged to work in coalition with other organisations focusing on
older people’s rights if possible as this demonstrates to governments that we
are organised.

It could also be helpful to connect with larger organisations working on human
rights more broadly and encouraging them to support the focus on older
people’s rights around the Rally.

Identify new partners and allies for a joint event or activity on common
interests and collective advocacy activities on older people’s rights and a UN
convention, for example teaming up with women’s groups, or disability,
LBGT+, or anti-racism activists who are supporting older people in their own
work. For example, International Women’s Day on 8" March (ahead of the UN
Commission on the Status of Women meeting® from 14™-25" March) provides
an excellent opportunity for a campaign action focused on the rights of older
women.

Consider whether you might have more impact with a national or regional
event. National actions can be impactful in directly targeting and influencing a
government. An action at the regional level can be powerful in showing civil
society coordination and unity particularly where it has a specific purpose.

Managing
virtual
campaign
actions

Virtual event organisers will use their own virtual meeting platform (i.e. Zoom,
Webex, Google Meets, etc) for their event. This allows you more control over
preparing for your event, including managing your registrations, communication
with participants, setting up any interpretation, and your event recording.

We recommend that you record your virtual event so that we can continue to
share and promote it in the run-up to the UN Working Group meeting® in
April. You could also livestream your own event if you wish. Please ensure that
participants are aware that the event will be recorded in advance and footage
will be shared with other organisations, so that they can give consent.

We recommend that you set up a registration system for your event as this
reduced the risk of “Zoom-bombing’ and disrupters in the event. It also allows
you to see who is interested, get participants’ consent for the recording of the
event, and to give them feedback about the outcome of your event. You are
responsible for managing your own event’s registration data, please do not
send this to us.

5 UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW)

6 This is the 12™ session of the UN General Assembly’s Open-Ended Working Group on Ageing (OEWG)



https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw
https://social.un.org/ageing-working-group
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Branding,
visibility and
consent

For Rally campaign actions, you can use your own organisation’s logo and those
of any consenting co-organisers. You are also free to use the Age With Rights
campaign assets available on our website.

The GAROP logo cannot be used without permission. Use of the logo can be
approved by GARORP if this additional request form is submitted to the
Secretariat at least 2 weeks in advance. Please note that due to limited
capacity, last minute urgent requests to use the logo will not be granted and
we will prioritise requests from members.

As photos, videos and recordings of online meetings will be shared and
promoted as part of the Global Rally, organisers of campaign actions will be
asked to confirm that you have the consent of participants in your campaign
action for this. We recommend that you secure this consent in advance in your
registration form or invitations. Here is some suggested language to assist with
this: ‘By participating in this event/campaign action, | consent to images, videos or
recordings featuring me being used by the organisers and GAROP in a responsible and
reasonable manner for campaigning and advocacy purposes for up to 5 years. This
may include sharing content with other organisations for broadcast and media
distribution globally. Please see our Privacy Policy for further information (add link if
you have one).’

Key messages
to support
your
campaign
action

|. Older people around the world face particular challenges in enjoying their
human rights. Governments have recognised that this includes, among others,
protection against violence, abuse and neglect, the right to food, housing, work,
education, and health and care’. Older persons clearly face discrimination and
negative treatment on the basis of their age® and this can be made worse by
other forms of discrimination based on gender or disability for example.

2. There are very few explicit references to older people’s rights in existing
international human rights treaties. These treaties do not cover all aspects of
older people’s rights and are unclear about how human rights apply in older
age’. International agreements and policy frameworks dedicated to older
people and ageing, such as the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing,
have also proven to be inadequate and incapable of protecting older people’s
rights'.

3. The solution we are calling for is to create an international legally-binding
‘UN convention’ on older people’s rights. A new UN convention would
provide governments, service providers, businesses, civil society and older
people everywhere, with the clarity and guidance we need to build a more
equal society for people of all ages and ensure respect for our human rights as
we age. It would result in greater accountability for and monitoring of older
persons’ rights.

7 AIHRC/RES/48/3 - E - AAHRC/RES/48/3 -Desktop (undocs.org)

8 https://rightsofolderpeople.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/In-Our-Own-Words-2015-English.pdf

9 https://social.un.org/ageing-working-

group/documents/eleventh/ OHCHR%20HROP%20working%20paper%2022%20Mar%202021.pdf

10 https://www.ohchr.org/FR/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?News|D=20848&LangID=F



http://www.rightsofolderpeople.org/age-with-rights
https://rightsofolderpeople.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/GAROP-Affiliation-Endorsement-and-Promotion-Request-Form_FINAL.docx
https://undocs.org/en/A/HRC/RES/48/3
https://rightsofolderpeople.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/In-Our-Own-Words-2015-English.pdf
https://social.un.org/ageing-working-group/documents/eleventh/OHCHR%20HROP%20working%20paper%2022%20Mar%202021.pdf
https://social.un.org/ageing-working-group/documents/eleventh/OHCHR%20HROP%20working%20paper%2022%20Mar%202021.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/FR/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20848&LangID=F
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Calls to
action

Depending on the type of campaign action or what fits best with your
organisation’s approach, you can select some or all of the following ‘calls to
action’.

Call on campaigners, advocates and partners to:

- Use the #AgeWithRights slogan and campaign materials and encourage
as many others as possible to do so in the run-up to the next UN
Working Group meeting from | |-14™ April 2022

- Add your organisation’s name to this Open Letter to governments of
the UN Working Group (this Open Letter was first released in
September 2021 and the recommendations remain valid despite delays).

- Reach out to your Government and urge them to participate actively in
the UN Working Group meeting in April and to support a UN
convention on the rights of older people.

Call on governments to:

- Attend (whether in person or virtual) and make statements
throughout the next UN Working Group meeting including on
the different focus areas of rights being discussed

- Involve and consult older people and civil society to ensure that
their inputs to the next UN Working Group meeting from | I-14" April
2022 are based on the everyday experiences of older people
themselves

- Include (whether in person or virtual) a representative from civil
society, ideally an older person, in their delegation to the UN
Working Group meeting to strengthen civil society and older peoples’
voice and capacity to engage in this process

- Voice their support in the next UN Working Group meeting
to draft a new UN convention on the rights of older people
without delay and involve older people and civil society in this work
(or at least agree not to block a drafting process)

Submitting
details of
your
campaign
action

Please complete the form in Appendix A and send it to
info@rightsofolderpeople.org along with any flyers or promotional materials
by 20 February in order for your event to be featured and promoted ahead
of the Rally. We welcome information and updates about related events at
anytime and will do our best to continue promoting them up to the next UN
Working Group meeting.

We will email you a short feedback survey following the Rally to gather data on
number of participants and media coverage so please keep a record of this
information.



https://rightsofolderpeople.org/age-with-rights/
https://rightsofolderpeople.org/open-letter-to-the-un-general-assemblys-open-ended-working-group-on-ageing/
mailto:info@rightsofolderpeople.org
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APPENDIX A

Campaign action information — form for completion by organisers

By submitting this form to GAROP:

Q We consent to this information being used on the GAROP website and social media
U We confirm that we will secure the consent of all participants in our campaign action
for images, videos or recordings featuring them to be shared with GAROP and other
organisations for campaigning and advocacy purposes. This may include sharing content
with other organisations for broadcast and media distribution globally

Name of organiser(s)

Contact email for
organiser(s)

Title of event

Date

Time (include time zone)

Link to further
information (e.g.
registration link for online
event)

Geographical scope

Language(s) that will be
used

Type of campaign action
(virtual or in-person)

Brief description (including
themes or event
programme if applicable)

Please attach a flyer, photo or graphic for use on the GAROP website and social media in relation to your
campaign action!

Contact
Ellen Graham, Secretariat Coordinator, info@rightsofolderpeople.org



mailto:info@rightsofolderpeople.org

